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PALESTINE MISSION. 


|The following extracts from the journal of the 
Missionaries (copied from the Missionary 
Herald for June) will doubtless be interesting 
to our readers, | 


Notices of Smyrna and the.Vicinity. 

March 11, 1820. We accompanied Mr. Per- 
kins to the house of the American agent, Mr. 
Wilkinson, and presented our letters. He 
spoke much in favor of our benevolent plans 
and assured us of every assistance in his power. 
Mr. W. is an Englishman, but has resided seve- 
ral- years in Smyrna, he se 

12. Visited the sailors on board an American 
. vessel, the Messenger. We read to them the 
26th chapter of St. Matthew, and exhorted 
them to immediate preparation for the judg- 
ment of the great day. They all appeared 
very attentive and disposed to serious reflection. 

22. Visited a Greek church in the tity. Ser- 
vice had commenced when we entered. The 
church is small, but contained a considerable 
assembly of people, who were employed inces- 
sautly in crossing themselves, and bowing many 
of them quite to the floor. The Archbishop 
and Bishop were present, wearing the accus- 
iomed clerical dress, and uniting in the cere- 
monies of worship. Candles were burning in 
different directions. ‘There were many paint- 
ings, but no images. ‘The church is enclosed 
by a high wall, and affords a convenient and 
safe retreat from the noise of the city. 

From the Greek chureh we went directly to 
the only Armenian ehurch in Smyrna ; but as 
the services were closing, we saw nothing re- 
specting the mode of conducting worship. ‘The 
liouse is large, and more elegant than the one 
we have just visited ;—contains two apartments, 
one for the men, and the other for women ;— 
and abounds with paintings of various deserip- 
tions. Around itis a grave yard, covered with 
slabs of white marble, placed horizontally, up- 
on which are inscriptions in the Armeniap cha- 
racter. ‘The date of one we found to be 1200. 

Returning home, we called a moment at a 
Greek hospital, a very fine edifice, with many 
convenient apartments for the sick. In one 
room we saw 20 or 25 sick people, all provided 
with articles suited for their necessities. 

24. The weather is again cold. Moantains 
in the vicinity are covered with snow. 

After recitation, an aged Jew, named Abrae 
ham, came to our room for the purpose of con- 
ducting us to the Synagogues. After hearing 
him read part of a chaptcr in the Hebrew Bible, 
we accompanied him to a distant part of the 
eity. ‘When we arrived, he left us at the door 
and went up inte the assembly. In a few mi- 
nutes he returned, bringing with him another 
Jew, who could speak a little English, and with | 
whom we had been acquainted at the house of 
Mr. Vanlennep. With him we entered through 
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The assembly contained nearly 500 persons. 
In the centre of the room was an altar,* eleva- 
ted 4 or 5 feet, and sufficiently large to contain 
ten or fifteen persons. The grand Rabin, by 
name Raphael, a man of perhaps 70 years, was 
standing in the altar, delivering a discourse in 
the Hebrew language. As we entered, he stop- 
ped, and enquired of our gaide (as he after- 
wards informed us} who we were? The guide 
replied, “ They are American Priests, and 
were recommended to the house of Mr. Van- 
lennep.” “Can they understand Hebrew?” 
No, but I will interpret the discourse. 
Rabbi then said, “ bid them welcome.” 
discourse was then resumed, and continued for 


half an hour, uttered sometimes with a loud 


voice and then go low as seareely to be heard. 
The assembly by replying men, expressed 
their approbatipn. 

The discourse being concluded, the people 
one by one, ascended the “ pulpit of wood” and 
kissed the hand of the Rabbi. Preparations 
were then made for prayers. Each individual 
was furnished from a wardrobe with a large 
camel’s hair shawl, to be placed over the head. 
eee: holy commandments Were brought forward 
with much ceremony, and with a 
voice. Our guide i that a part of 
the discourse related to the captivity of the 
children of Israel in Egypt. 

Returning, we visit ur other synagogues, 
much like the one already deseribed. Atone 
of them, we saw a table spread for the poor, and 
several individuals partaking of the fruit of be- 
nevolence. The whole number of rn og tes 
in Smyrna, is nine; and the number of Jews 
is estimated to be from 10 to 15,000. 
31. At half past three attended religious ser- 
vice in the Catholie Imperial church. ‘The ser- 
mon, in Italian, related to the subject of eruci- 
fixion. After sermon a grand procession enter- 
ed the church at the east door, and passed out 
at the west. It consisted of perhaps 200 peo- 
le, bearing torches, paintings and images. 
lhe first painting was desigued to represent 
our Saviour carrying his cross ;' the second, our 
Saviour on the cross; the third his interment. 
The exercises were conducted with an endless 
variety of forms and ceremonies. 
This afternoon, Mr. Cohen, a Jew of distine- 
tion, came to visit us ; and to request of us some 
books, which he understood we had for distribu- 
tion. Mr. C. has travelled considerably in Eu- 
rope, and is able to converse in fourteen differ- 
ent languages, After a little conversation our 
attention was directed tothe evidences of Chris- 
tianity. His objections were the same, which 
are in the mouth of every Jew: “ Our Saviour’s 
humble appearance ;—his neglect of his par- 
ents ;-—-his predictions with respeet to his ap- 
pouraes at the destruction of Jerusalem,” &e. 
Ve produced ‘the following passages, to prove 
that the Messiah of the Scriptures must have 
made his appearance in the flesh long before 
the present day. Gen. xlix, 11. ‘The seeptre 
shall not depart from Judah, nora lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh eome. 
“This passage,” said he, “ I acknowledge, 
refers to the Messiah, but the seeptre has not 
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a crowd of people to the place of worship. 


* Ora pulpit of wood.—See Nehem. viii. 4. 
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et departed ; it exists in the government of the 
Rabbis. Has there been an unbroken line of 
vernors through this 1 captivity of more 
than 1700 years P he replied “I don’t know.” 
It must be proved that the seeptre has never 
departed from Judea. Now, is it not evident, 
and do not the Rabbins themselves confess it, 
that for centuries Judah has remained without. 


struction of Jerusalem, when persecution was 
so violent, and the ravages so dreadful, that 
searcely two of that nation remained in one 
place, where was the sceptre of Jadah ? 





Thew® “There are numerous passages of Seripture 


hich affirm that the Messiah is to arise out 
of the tribe of Judah. Isaiah xi. 1. “ And 
there shall come forth a rod out of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow eut of his roots.” At pre- 
sent all distinction of tribes is lost and irrecove- 
rably lost too. Now admit that the Messiah 
is not come, how ean it be Known that he is 
from the tribe of Dafid’? And if a man should 
arise and call himself the Messiah, how can the 
Jews know that he is the predieted “ Rod out 
of Jesse.” 

There is a passage in Daniel, ix. 26. “After 
three score and two weeks shall Messiah be eut 
off, but not for himself.”” To whom does this 
refer ? “ God knows,” was the reply. Now 
give this passage the most liberal interpreta- 
tion you please, and still you will find it neees- 
sary for the Messiah to appear in the flesh ma- 
ny centuries before the present day. Besides, 
from the time of the going forth of one com- 
mandment te restore and build Jerusalem was 
exactly the prophetic period mentioned by Dan- 
iel. But at any rate the time is past; and the 
expectations of the Jews are vain. 

“ Finally,” said he, “I will tell you plainly, 
I don’t believe a Saviour has come or ever will 
come. I onee endeavoured to establish a new 
religion, to be ealled the religion of Abraham. 
I would throw away all the Prophets, all the 
Pentateuch, and all the commandments exeept- 
ing these words, “ ‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart.” To my ownsen- 
timents I gained 400 proselytes: but I was 
obliged to abandon the design, on account of a 
violent persecution. But I have not the least 
confidence in the sentiments of the Jews. 

We observed that this subject is a moment- 
ous one. If a mistake be made here, it is fatal. 
The everlasting interests of the soul are deeply 
concerned in this question. After about two 
hours he left us to lament over the blindness 
that has happened to Israel. . nies 


we OO ODOODOOO a a —— 
For the Christian Repository. - 

HAVING shewn in my last Essay, that Water Bap- 
tism and the ceremony of taking Bread and Wine— 
the “ Sealing Ordinances,” as“ Pavt” is pleased to 
term them, neither are, nor can, in the nature of things 
be any Seat of the Divine covenant or Banexr of christi- 
anity, that they never had any such use assigned them 
under the gospel, and are never so termed in the New . 
Testament.—I shall now proceed to state my views of 
these ceremonies: and first, of Waier Baptism. 

In treating of this subject, I shall not inquire “about 
the mode of Baptism.” It is ms my business to shew 
the inconsistency of those who Scripture precept 
for this “ sauat Gniieasen,* and blame us for the non- 
observance of it, yet nevey practice it themselves ; who 





a king and without a priest ? And after the de- . 






















4ell us they lave the “express command of Chriat” 
for its institution, and yet follow a Homish tradition in 
its stead—who remind us of Philip and the Bunuch 
both going down into the water, yet content themselves 
with sprinkling a little in the face; their conduct in this 
case, how strange soever it may be, is no concern of 
mine, who deny Water Baptism, by any mode whatever, 
to be an ordinance of Christ. 

As I do not understand that any Society of Christians 
believe this rite to be essential to salvation, I know of 
but two ments that can be used for its support 
If these fail it must fall to the nd, and be swept 
away with the other weak and shadowy institutions of 
a former dispensation. The first is somes' express 
command of Jesus Christ.’ The second “that the Apos- 
tles actu applied water to their converts,” or in more 
unexceptionahle terms, ‘actually baptized them in water.’ 

First Argument. “The express command of Jesus 
Christ.” This is indeed essential to give it the charac- 
ter of a christian ordinance,” for we cannot ov “ 
christian institution unauthorized by any law of Christ. 
Now we affirm that there is no such law. “ Pavux” as- 
serts the contrary, and cites the following text to sup- 
ead his assertion. Matt. xxviii. (See his Essay, No. 8, 

rst page,) yet he afierwards in the last paragraph of 
the sam s finding that “water” is not mentioned 
in —— tacitly admits there is no such ‘¢ express . 
command,” but asserts * that the commission of our 
Lord if not express was calculated to lead to Waser 
Baptism. Here he stumbles at the threshold! And 
here I might safely rest this point, did he not by beg- 
‘ging the question in several important particulars on 
the one hand, and making some unfounded assertions 
on the other, attempt to fortify his position against the 
weight of any argument that might be brought to bear 
upon it. In the first place, he assumes the point at 
issue, by saying that “ our Lord knew the Apostles un- 
derstood him to mean Water Baptism.” In the next 
place he affirms that Spiritual Baptism was not signifi- 
ed by our Lord in the text, because, it was a “ human 
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it cannot be denied, and I grant it in full. fam sure 
the Society of Friends never held a contrary opinion 
But in order that this argument should have any weight, 
it must be shewn that the text necessarily implies that 
if the Apostles were to baptize with the Spirit, they 
must do it by their own power. 

Now 1 think this is impossible to be demonstrated. 
I know very well that no man can dy his own power bap- 
tize with the Holy Spirit—and it is equally ceriain, that 
no man can by his own power preach the Gospel of Christ 
—no man can by his own power convert a heathen——no man 
can by his own power put up to heaven one true prayer. 
** No man, (says the Apostle, 1 Vor. xili. 3.) can [truly] 
say that Jesus is the Loid, but by the Holy Ghost.” 

This Divine Spirit sent down from Heaven, and ope- 
rating on the soul of mas, is as necessary to all these 
acts, and indeed to every ict of true worship, as it is to 
baptize with the Huly Ghost—so that if “ Pavu1’s” ob- 
jection is valid in the first instance, it is equally valid in 
all the rest~if xt proves that spiritual baptism is impos- 
sible to the true minister of Christ, it proves that all 
our worship, all ou? prayers are vain and useless. 

But our Lord who kiew the objections that would be 
made to this divine commission takes care to obviate 
them ,—First, by assuring his true ministers that “all 
2374 was given tohim in Heaven and inearth.” Where 

is there is divine power—and then by giving them 
a promise, which bas never been annulled, “Lo I am 
with you always even to the end of the world.”—I have 
commanded you to baptize with the Holy Ghost, and I 
will enable you to perform my command. 

If the limits of my Essay permitted it, I could show 
from clear texts of scripture, that this kind of baptism 
did actually attend the Apostles’ ministry, as in Acts 
xi. pee | we docertainly know from real experience, 
that though it is not confined to time, place or circum- 
stance, yet that it attends the gospel ministry, down to 
the present day, whith to us is Conclusive on this puint. 

Second Argument. 1 will now take up the only re- 
maining argument with which I am a¢quainted that is 


act” which is there commanded. Here his premises | used to prove water baptism to be a christian ordinance. 


and his conclusion are both untrue, and we deny them 
both. Then he gravely tells us that these gratuitous 
assertions, and two or three texts by him quoted, in 
none of which the word Water is once mentioned, ought 
to end the controversy between us. Now I am persuad- 
ed that * Pavt,’” (to use his own phrase, ) has “imbibed 
erroneous views ot the Society of Friends,” if he thinks 


It is stated by “ Pauw” in these words, “ The Apostles 


to have said, ** actually baptized them in water : for I 
cannot find in all the New Testament, ome solitary in- 
stance of their applying water to their converts, though 
there are several instances where they applied their con- 
verte to the water. 





they can yield to such weak argument as this. And 
‘though he supposes “ some other than the Holy Spirit, 
some light beside the light of Scripture, must be call- 
ed in to i t these texts as not enjoining Water 
Baptism,” yet I hepe to be able to show by clear evi- 
dence, that the New Testament contains sufficient 
matter for the purpose I have in view. 

Passing over his assertion, that we say * by be delat 3 
nothing more than teaching is meant,” which néither 
the Society of Friends, nor any of their “admired 
writers” have ever said ; I will now state our views of 
the Baptism of Christ, give such an ion of the 
text quoted by “ Pau,” Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. as 1 think 
was intended by our Lord, and will correspond with 
the nature and design of the gospel dispensation. 

It is evident from the whole tenor of the New Testa- 
ment that two kinds of Baptism are distinctly under- 
stood. John the Baptist’s expressions are decisive on 
this point. Matt. ii1.11. Mark i. 8. “1 indeed have 
baptized you with water, but he (Christ) shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost.” As it must be admitted 

there are ¢wo kinds of Baptism, so it is evident that 
they are different in their nature. One carnal and ele- 
mentary, the other spiritual and divine. That the one 


was tempor and ccmmenconmy De. otae. . Berea! 
cptinunse in the church, is I think clearly evident from 
John the Baptist’s own assertion, John iii. 28.30. “ Ye 
yourselves bear me witness that I said I am not the 
Christ, but that Fam sent before him. He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease. Now it is so reasonable 
to suppose that when our Lord sent forth his disciples 
to preach and to baptize that he meant they should use 
his ewn ba and not the baptism of another, that 
one would think there could be no doubt on the sub- 
ject, especially when we consider the nature of each : 
John’s being elementary, typical, inefficient. to cleanse 
trom sin. Christ’s evangelical, divine, powerful in 
purifying the soul, and exactly in accordance with the 
eat design of his coming as stated by his beloved 
isciple : ** Ye know he was mamifested to take 
away our sin.” 1 John iii. 5. 

But here follows the grand objection, and indeed the 
only plausible objection that I have ever heard to this 
view of the — This being removed, I think every 
difficulty would vanish with it—the use of ‘* weak and 
beggarly elements” would indeed “ decrease”—the 
true baptism of our Lord would be better understood 
and more fully experienced in his church. 

We will now consider the nature of this objection, 
which is clearly and strongly expressed in “ Pauw’s” 

address to us before quoted—“ To baptize with the 
Holy Ghost was no more in the power of the Apostles 
than to-create a world.” This position is so clear that 


‘did not suddenly 


In order to understand the value of this ment, it 
will be necessary to take a view of the state of the pri- 
mitive church for the first thirty years after the crucifix. 
ion of our Lord. I will endeavor to do this from the plain 
testimony of the sacred writings, the legitimate source 
of evidence, and the best kind of testimony left us of its 
condition during that period. From this source it is 
very evident that the Apostles and primitive believers 
ive the true design of the advent 
‘of our Lord, and in many things were mistaken as to 
the real nature of the dispensation he came to introduce. 
In proof of this I shall adduce some plain scripture 
testimony as a kind of evidence that we all agree is de- 
cisive on eny question relating to our faith. 

The first case I shall bring into view, is that of 
the Apostle Peter, who during Eight years after our 
Lord’s crucifixion, remained under a belief that it was 
unlawful to communicate with the Gentiles, or to preach 
the gospelto them. ‘This mistake is the more remark- 
ableaas the prophets had so clearly predicted the call 
of the Gentiles, and their equal participation in the 
benefits of Christ’s coming, and also as Peter had had 
the benefit of his Lord’s example, which was certain] 
calculated to remove such an error; yet aotwi@istand- 
ing all. this, so strong were his prejudices against the 
Gentiles that the force of a divine vision was employed 
to remove them ; it was not till then that he perceived 
‘* of a truth that Ged is no respecter of persons, but that 
in every nation, he that feareth him and worketh righ- 
teousness is accepted of him.” And it appears by the 
history that Peter was afterwards called to a sharp ac- 
count for his condescension. Those members of the 
church who had been converted from Judaism contend- 
ed with him on the subject, blaming him for going in 
unto the Gentiles and eating with them ; and it was 
not until he had related the circumstances of his vision 
that they “held their peace.” See Acts x. and xi. 

It also further appears that JWVineteen years after our 
Lord’s ascension, the question whether all the mem- 
bers of the christian church should submit to the rite 
of circumcision was debated ina council of the Apos- 
tles and Elders at Jerusalem, when it was first settled 
that the Gentile brethren should be exempted from this 
ceremony. See Actsxv. T'wenty years after the Ascen- 
sion Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles circumcised Timo- 
thy himself. Acts xvi. 3. Twenty-two years after the 
same period, Paul took the Nazarites vow as prescribed 
in Numbers vi. and when the days of his separation 
were ended, had his head shaved, to show the accom- 
plishment of his vow. Acts xviii. 18. T'wenty-seven 
years after the same period, the same Apostle at the 
particular request of the Apostle James, and all the 
elders of the church at Jerusalem, took four men who 
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actually applied water to their converts.” He ought | q 








had made the vow of the Nazarite, and purifying him. 
self with them (according to the Law of Moses,) enter- 
ed into the temple to signify the accomplishment of the 
days of purification until that an offering should be 
offered for every one of them.” See Acts xxi. 26. This 
circumstance is marked with peculiar force when we 
consider that this act of the Apostle, at the request of 
the Church, was a Jewish rite, was one of the ordinan- 
ces abolished by Christ, and by him taken out of the 
way, “nailing it to the cross”—it was a rite accompa- 
nied with numerous sacrifices. A he lamb for a burnt 
offering— a ewe lamb for a sin offering—a ram for a 
peace oftering—a basket of unicavened bread—cakes of 
fine flour mingled with oil—wafers of unleavened bread 
anvinted with oil—meat offerings and drink offerings. 

Now can it be a matter of wonder if these eminent 
Apostles and elders of the church, Twenty seven years 
after the introduction of the gospel which was intended 
to put an end to the ceremonial institutions of the law 
that “ stood only in meats and drinks, and divers wash- 
ings and carnal ordinances imposed on them till the 
time of reformation.” Heb, ix. 10. I say can it be any 
matter of wonder that the apostles and church who 
were so zealous in the Law of Moses, twenty-seven 
years after it was abolished, should also be found in the 
occasional use of John’s Baptism ? If they could yet 
light up their altars, slay their beasts and offer their 
victims, is it any wonder they should not yet lay aside 
the Baptism of Water ? I leave the reader to draw his 
own conclusions. ; 

There is one more circumstance which I think worthy 
of remark, before leave this subject. Twenty-five years 
after the day of Pentecost, Paul met Peter at Antioch, 
where they had an open dissension on the subject of 
Jewish ceremonies. Paul withstood him to the face, 
and sharply rebuked him for compelling “the Gentiles 
to live as do the Jews ;”? but what was very singular 

Apostle Paui himself, two years after he had thus 
erely blamed Peter for his dissimulation, went to 
Jérusulem and fell into the same snare, by conforming 
to Jewish ceremonies, at the request of the Apostle James 
and the church, and was near losing his life in conse- 
uence. See Acts xxi.31 Gal. ii. 11. 

From this view of the subject, it is evident that the 


. 


practice of the Apostles, with respect to outward cere ° 


monies and the use of carnal ordinances in the early 
periods of the church, is no infallible criterion of their 
evangelical nature. They had been educated in them, 
were strongly attached to them. These ceremonies 
had been divinely instituted and reverently regarded. 
It is not therefore reasonable to suppose they could be 
instantaneously abandoned. It fully appears from the 
scriptures, that the primitive ministers of the church 
were slow to perceive their inconsistency with the gos- 
pel dispensation, and that after this was discovered 
they were cautious of alarming the prejudices of their 
new converis by preaching against them ; that they 
therefore not only indulged them in the use of Water 
Baptism, but of many other ceremonies which were in- 
stituted by the Law of Moses, as we see by the forego- 
ing quotations. 

It is said the “* Apostles actually baptized their con- 
verts in water,” and the inference drawn from this fact 
is that ministers now ought todo so too. Now if this is 
sound reasoning in one case, it must be sound in another. 
The Apostles actually circumcised their converts, there- 
fore we ought to circumcise ours. The Apostles com- 
pelied their converts to live as do the Jews, therefore 
we ought to compel ours to observe the Laws of Moses. 
These conclusions though fairly made from the premi- 
ses, I apprehend few will admit. The argument drawn 
from the practice of the Apostles, if it prove any thing, 
proves too much, and therefore the whole conclusion 
falls to the ground. 

We find however in the latter periods of the church 
when the Apostles had fully experienced the inefficacy 
of Water Baptism, and the powerful nature of the bap- 
tism of Christ, that according to the prediction of John 
the Baptist, she use of water decreased. 

Paul speaking of Water Baptism expressly tells-the 
Corinthians that he thanked Goa that he had baptized 
so few of them, for Christ sent him not to baptize but 
to preach the gospel; which could not be true if our 
Lord in that commission, Matt. xxvii. 19. to his mine 
isters meant Water Baptism. And Peter speaking of 
the baptism that saves the soul, says it isnot the putting 
away the filth of the flesh, which is the only property 
of the watery institutoin, but the answer of a good cun- 
science towards God, which is the express design and 
true effect of the baptism of Christ. See 1Cor-1. 4, 
and 1 Peter iii. 21. 

The Apostle to the Ephesians, Chapter iv. declares 
** there is one Lord, one taith, one Baptism, one God, and 
Father of ail, who is above all, and through you all, 
and in you all.” This one Baptism is the baptism of 
that one Lord, and not the carnal baptism of one of his 
creature-, else we must exclude the baptism of the one 
Spirtt by which all true christians are baptized into the 
one body : for saith the Apostle, 1 Cor. xii. 13. * By one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and hays 
all been made to drink into one Spirit.” 
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It is clear from many plain texts of Scripture, that 
** Water Baptism” is not the baptism of Christ. It is 
expressly asserted, John iv, 2. that Christ did not prac- 
tice it, and there is not the least proof that he ever com- 
manded it. It is contrary to the nature and design of 
the gospel, which was not intended to institute signe 
and symbols, but to bring in everlasting righteousness 
in their stead. And therefore, the Society of Friends, 
in conformity with what they deem plain scripture doc- 
trine, dare not “turn again to the weak and beggarly 
elements,” Gal. iv. 9. but direct their attention and the 
attention of their hearers, to Christ the anointed teach- 
er of the New Covenant Dispensation, that “ word of 
grace” in the soul which is able fo build it up in the 
most holy faith, and give it an inheritance amongst all 
them that are sanctified. 


In my next, I intend to treat of the Passover Supper, 
commonly called the Eucharist, 
AMICUS. 
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Selected for the Christian Repository. 
BIBLE RELIGION DESCRIBED. 
| Chillingworth’s Works, Fol. Edition, 4742. ] 


Mr. Chillingworth, addressing himself to a 
Romish writer, speaks of the Religion of Pro- 
testants in the following terms, which are well 
worthy to be imseribed in letters of gold, oa 
pictures of silver :—“ Know then, sir, that 
when I say the religion of Protestants is in pru- 
dence to be preferred before your’s; as on the 
one side I do not understand by your religion 
the doctrine of Bellarmine or Baronius, or any 
other private man amongst you, nor the doc- 
trine of the Sorbonne, or the Jesuits, of of; 
the Dominicans,or of any other particular com- 
pany among you, but that wherein you all agree 
or profess to agree ;~—— The doctrine of the.coun- 
cil of Trent ; so accordingly on the otheF side; 
by the religion of Protestants, I do not under- 
stand the doctrine of Luther, or Calvin, or Mel- 
ancthon, nor the confession of Augsburg or 
Geneva, nor the catechism of Heidelberg, nor 
the articles of thefchureh of England » hor 
the harmony of Protestant confessions ; but 
that wherein they all agree, and which they all 
subscribe with a greater harmony, as a perfect 
rule of faith and action, that is, THE BIBLE. 

The Bible, I say, the Bible only, is the reli» 

gion of Protestants ; whatosever el&e they be- 
lieve besides it, and the plain, irrefragable, in- 
dubitable consequences of it, well may they 
hold it as a matter of opinion; but as a matter 
of faith and religion, neither ean they with co- 
herence to their own grounds believe it them- 
selves, nor require belief of it of others, with- 
out most high and schismatical presumption. 
I, for my part, after a long, (and as I verily be- 
lieve and hope) impartial search of the trae 
way to eternal happiness, do profess plainly, 
that I eannot find any rest forthe sole of my 
foot, but upon this ROCK only. 
+ Isee plainly, and with my own eyes—that 
there are Popes against Popes, and eouncils 
against couneils ; some fathers against other 
fathers, the same fathers against themselves ; 
a consent of fathers of one age, against a con- 
sent of fathers of another age. Traditive in- 
terpretations of Seripture are pretended, but 
there are few or none to be found. No tradi- 
tion but that of Scripture can derive itself 
from the fountain, but may be plainly proved 
either to have been brought in, in such an age 
after Christ, or that in such an age it was not 
in. Ina word, thereis no sufficient certainty 
but of Scripture only for any considering man 
to build upon. This therefore, and this only, 
I have reason to believe. This 1 will profess ; 
according to this I will live; and for this, if 
there be occasion, I will not only willingly, but 
even gladly loose my life, though I should be 
surry that Christians should take it from me. 

Prepare me any thing out of this book, and 
require whether I believe or no, and seem it 
never so incomprehensible to human reason, I 
will subscribe with my hand and heart, as 
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this, God hath said so, therefore it is true. In 
other things I will take no man’s liberty of 
judging from him; neither shall any man take 
mine from me. I will think no man the worse 
man, nor the worse christian, I will love no 
man the less, for differing in opinion from me, 
and what measure I mete tu others, I expect 
from them again. Iam fully assured that 
God does not, and therefore men ought not, to 
require any more of any man than this,—to 
believe the ig'tures to be God’s word ; to en- 
deavor to find the true sense of it, and to live ac- 
“ & ra - : 
or the benefit of disputing christians b 
— AQUILA. 





For the Christian itory. 
Extract from the Journal of Rev. ¥. #. smaLrz, 
during one month, under the direction of the 
“ Domestic Missionarr Socierr of Wil- 


mington.” 

_- Continued Page 56. 

Tues. and Wednes. June 26,& 27. Preach- 
ed at Strasburg, Pennsylvania, 42 miles from 
this town. Although that plage is considered 
to be out of the sphere of o ions of this se- 
ciety, notwithstanding from its destitute situa- 
tion I viewed it highly important to visit, and 
preach there, not knowing what happy results 
might flow from such an excursion, I preach- 
ed there twice to very large and solemn assem- 
blies for that plaee—was very kindly received, 
and solicited to visit them f AS s00N as pos- 
sible. In Strasburg they have little or no 
Presbyterian preaching: it is a Missionary. 
field. In my journey thither, and back again, 
I stopped and conversed with a number of per- 
sons on the subject of religion, some ef whom 
were wretchedl lesurant on religious subjects ; 
others ht ed id sin, 8 —-- 

Friday 29. Went to Gilpiw’s paper-mill— 
visited a sick man, and preached. The num- 
ber was as great as usual. 

Sabbath, July 4. Attended at the Log 
ehurch, 10 o’clock, A. M. The assembly was 
larger thaw usual. M 
seek me early shall find me;” the discourse was 

repared for the younger part of my audience. 
lt was a solemn time. One of the pious of that 
people observed to me that he never saw a more 
solemn assembly in that place. It is to tie 
praise of this congregation that they have a 
Sabbath echool, held in the church, and regu- 
larly attended to by several active males and 
females. ‘The school has no funds—they are 
poor, and in need of some Bibles, ‘Testaments 
and Tracts. ? 

Preached in the afternoon in M’Kennan’s 
chureh ; the congregation was large and atten- 
tive ; they have no Sabbath school among them, 
but I hope ere long they will have. Held di- 
vine service in the evening at Peace and Plen- 
ty. I preached to the largest number of hearers 
hitherto. ‘The room was go full that numbers 
had to stand in and about the door: some were 
sitting on the stairs, and even in the windows. 
We had “ Peace and great Plenty.” I invited 
them all to come to the gospel supper, and eat, 
and drink, and be satisfied. As usual, all classes 
and descriptions of character were. there—so- 
lemnity prevailed. I feel daily more and more 
interested for that people, and am sure that if 
some of this society had been there, their hearts 
would have rejoiced and burned within them. 

Tuesday 3. Preached at the Poor-house. 
The poor, as heretofore were happy to see me ; 
and wanted to know when I would come again. 
I think an increased attention to sacred things 
appears among them. 

During the past month, family visitation has 
been attended to, although one of the most la- 
borious and difficult, yet it is undoubtedly one 








knowing no demonstration ean be stronger than 


of the most important parts of a missionary’s 


text was * those that. 


labour. When he enters into families, he not 
unfrequently meets with those who never go to 
a place of worship, and who live without God 
in the world. He must be faithful in his holy 
calling to his God, and to those whom he minis- 
ters. The sinner does not like to have his 
sins pointed out ; it sometimes gives him offence 
when we say “ thou art the man”—thou art the 
woman. But the devoted servant of his*Master 
will declare the truth whether sinners hear or 
forbear; exclaiming “ none of these thi 
move me,” from the ae of my calling. 
reson in my family visitations said to me 
one day, that her heart was not wicked—said 


‘| she, I don’t lie, I don’t slander, I don’t hate my 


neighbours, I don’t quarrel with any body, and 
so on. But said she i do swear sometimes, and 
that is nobody’s business. I observed that the 
seriptures say, that “neither swearers nor 
drunkards, &e. should inherit the kingdom of 
heaven.” She immediately answered, “ well 
I’m sure if drankards don’t go to heaven, there 
will be very few there.” I have since been in- 
formed, she is guilty of all the above sins. I 
conversed with her at considerable length and 
|wery closely. She was a model of wickedness. 

A nomber of sick persons have been frequent- 
ly visited by me during this month, two of whom 
have taken their departure to an eternal world. 
With one of them a few minutes were spent in 
prayer while she was dying. She was sensible 
and much en in prayer herself, and trust- 
ed, she said, entirely in the merits of her cruci-: 
fied Saviour. 

In the congregations of the Log and M’Ken- 
nan’s church, the number of subseribers to your 
Society has increased; and they express @ 
strong desire to have your missionary continued 
— them : they are willing to do all they 





ean d his suppo ‘The collections takea 
up in different places, amount to eighteen dol- 
lars riley cents and a half. Since my last 

eport I have preached twenty-four times, dis- 
tributed six bibles, for three of which 1 receiv- 
ed asmall sum as pay, three new testaments, 
and more than sixty religious tracts. The bi- 
bles were generally received with open arms ; 
one was given to the man mentioned in the last 
report, his wife supposed would not let 
a bible come into the house: when the bible 
was presented to him. he said, “ he supposed it 
would not do much harm,” and so let it remain 
in — = rson said she was = 80 

or, but she cou something for one, when 
I offered it to her fer cithing. ” 

From a review of the past, christian breth- 
ren, this society has great reason to bless God, 
and be encouraged to go onward. Let your mot- 
to be “ Onward,” until all, the waste and 
desolate places in the spliere in whieh you 
move, be supplied with the gospel of his grace, 
and then “onward” to heathen elimes, in 
foreign lands. I do think there are bright pros- 

ects opening of much good being done by this 
little band, in levelling the proud kingdom of 
hell. Goon, Jesus your commander bids you 
forward. ‘The field is too broad for one labour- 
er. I have had several pressing calls to preach 
but could not attend to them: Oh pray for your 
missionary, for his success in winaing souls to 
Christ, his faithfulness, his health and his pro- 
tracted usefulness. Amen, 

Joun H. Smarrz. 


ee, Gb ve 


VAIN CURIOSITY. 


Many persons, instead of minding their own 
business, and seeuring their souls, amuse them- 
selves with inquiring what will be the fate of 
Heathens, Jews, Turks, and other infidels, till 
they become little better than infidels them. 
selves.—<‘ Lord and what shall this man do?” 
“ What is that to thee ? Follow thou me.” St, 





John, xxi. 21, 22. 
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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 
Sarurpa?, July 21, 1821. 
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pc> ‘* A friend to all charitable christians,” 
&e. is received; but from the extensive view 
which ‘ Paul,’ and ‘ Amiens’ are taking of the 
matters at issue, it will not be practicable to 
admit any other writers to interfere with them 
at present, however highly we would esteem 
their communications at a future day. 

Bc We learn with pleasure, that there is 
some prospect of a second Missionary Societ 
being formed in this town, to be under the di- 
rection of the Episcopal Church. Should it be 
attempted in earnest, we have no doubt of its 
success ; this society is highly roapectae in 
point of numbers and wealth; fully able to 
maintain one or more missionaries. We wish 
them God-speed, with our whole heart—there 
is a vast field for exertion in this peninsula, 
many large and elegant houses erected for the 
Sorchi a the living God, laying waste! We 
hope there are some, yea many in this ancient 
ehureh, who like Nehemiah are lamenting the 
low estate of Zion, and who almost literally 
adopt his language, “ Why should not my coun- 
tenance be sad, when the city, the place of my 
father’s sepulehres lieth waste.” Read the 
first and second chapters of Nehemiah, or if 
you please the book entire, for it contains a 

autiful portrait of one anxious for the glory 
of God ;—and like him, “ lay it before the 
Lord,” in faith, and your labors no doubt, will 
like his, be erowned with success. Should only 
ene soul be saved through these means, there 
will be joy in heaven over such an event, and 
it willbe abundant cause of rejoicing for every 
member of that missionary sogiety whose exer- 
tions under God, have saved a soul, when they 
meet him at the jasemnent bar, and hear him giv- 
ing glory to God and the Lamb in their behalf, 
for their having been the means of sending him 
the gospel, which was made the power of God 
to his salvation. Seeing the object to be ob- 
tained is so important, the means so abundant, 
and the prospect of success so flattering, we 
would say then, “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with all thy might ;” and defer not 
until ‘to-morrow what may be accomplished to 
day. ED. 

(OC ana 

ec “* AMICUS” acknowledges “ Paul’s” 

condescension in permitting him to take even 





ground with him, and will endeavour “ to come 


to the point,” in the discussion now pending, 
as directly as the nature of his concern will 
admit. dt ought however to be remembered, 
that the view of “ Amicus,” as expressed in 
his first number, was vot to enter into a contro- 
versy. He knew that the Society of which he 
was a member, was grossly misrepresented, 
he believed that many pious persons of other 
religious persuasions, had been made to suppose 
that we held doctrines inimieal to the christian 
religion. It was for the sake of these, princi- 
pally, that he took up his pen. ‘To appear on 
the Arena, in the character of a religious gladi- 
ator, was not his design. Such a character 
might amuse the thoughtless multitude, but 
could not advance the Redeemer’s kingdom in 
the earth, neither did he suppose that he could 
produee any effect on those whose interest it is 
to traduce us, or on those who are so bigotted 
as to suppose there are no christians beside the 
subscribers to their own creed. With these 
views, he has abstained from the use of abusive 
epithets. He has not called his adversary “a 
eist,” an “ Atheist,” an“ Infidel” or a “Hea- 
then.” ‘He is aware that such a course might 
suit a vulgar taste, but must offend the sober 
candid christian of all denominations. He re- 
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members that to “ be courteous,” is a precept of 
the gospel. 4 Peter iii. 8. and has not forgot- 
ten the scripture admonition, * Let not him that 
girdeth on the harness, boast himself as he that 
utteth it off.’ A man may vindicate his opin- 
ions without being rude, may sustain the cha- 
racter of a christian, without laying aside the 
ntleman. * Amicus” still means to pursue 
is original plan, and asks no more than a fair 
hearing, and he may add, from the candid con. 
duct of the Editor so far, he eonfidently expects 
it. He will be as brief as the design of con- 
veying information, to the eandid enquirer will 
admit. And though he thinks he ought to 
have reom to answer objections already made 
ainst us, before.any more are brought before 
the public, yet if the Editor thinks otherwise, 

he will cheerfully submit. 

mE ee 
PRAYER ANSWERED. 


Extract of a letter from @ Lady in .Imerica, to her re- 

lations in England; dated Philaaelphia, June 1, 1820. 

I have been truly. gratified. We have had the meet- 
ing of the general Convention in our city. There were 
nine bishops and 200 clergymen assembled : sermons 
preached morning and evening during their stay with 
us, some of which { was delighted with ; but no one 
interested my feelings more than a Mr. Ravinscross ; 
he had been a Virginia slave-holder, and a reputed 
hard master. His poor depressed slaves were in the 
habit of meeting at a distant hut, for the purpose of 
worshipping God. tHe was informed of this, and, atthe 
same timey put on his as it was conjectured 
their motivés fer meeting weré different from what 
they held out, and that an insurrection might be the 
consequence. Under this impression he determined 


the promoters of the convocation, with positive orders, 


under the most severe penalty, oop st collecting again 
under any pretence whatever. hort time after, he 
was told they had been seen going in 4 body into the 


hut. Much roused at their diso » and resolving 
that night to put a stop to their proceedings, he ap- 
proached the hut with all the feelings of an offended 
mast When he reached the door, it was partly 
open. He lookedin; they were ontheir knees. He 
listened: There was a venerable old man, who had 
been long in his service, pouring out his soul in prayer 
to God. The first words which caught his ear were 
“ Merciful God, turn my poor Massa’s heart ; Make 
him jmerciful, that he may obtain mercy; make him 
|, that he may inherit the kingdom of heaven.’’ He 
eard no more, but fainted. Upon coming to himself 
he wept; went into the sacred hut, knelt by the side of 
his old slave, and prayed also. 
From that period, he became a true penitent, studied 
the Scriptures, took orders, and is now a shining light. 
“. more exemplary character there lives not, nor a more 
zealous preacher. It is the word of God he sets be- 
fore us. He is faithful to his Master. The true God he 
has chosen, and him will he serve in spirit and in truth. 
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The Wesleyan Missionary Society, Eng. received 
133,803, 3, 4, during the eighteen months preceding 
the Sist Dec. 1820, and expended considerably more. 
On their missions at Ceylon, and South India alone, 
they expended 110989, 14, 2, being several thousand 
dollars more than the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions receive annually for the sup- 
port of their missionary establishments. 
—2 oo 
The Wesleyan Methodist Missions in the West In- 
dies are prospering more and more. Though many 
valuable Missionaries have laic down their lives on 
those high places of the field, yet converts are multi- 
plied, discipline is maintained, christians grow in love, 
and the prejudices of the Planters against the religious 
instruction of their slaves, nearly quite vanished. 
——2 + ao 
The receipts of the Moravian, or United Brethren’s 
Committee of Missions for 1819, were 16686, 2, and 
their expenditures, 79U85, 0, 2, 
—— -¢- ae 
An auxiliary Bible Society has lately been formed at 
Lutterworth, where John Wickliffe, the distinguished 
harbinger of the Reformation, died in the year 1387, 
and whence his bones were dug up in the year 1428, by 
order of the Council of ‘Constance, for having trans- 
lated the Holy Scriptures into English, and maintainetl 
the authority of those Scriptures, and their sufficiency 
of saving instruction, 
—2 +e 
Mr. Jolin Brownlee, a Scottish Presbyterian Mission- 
ary, has been sent, under the sanction of his Excellen- 





to prevent their assembling in future ; and chastised | - 








cy, Lord Charles Somersett, Governor of the Colony at 
the Cape, into Caffraria, at the urgent solicitation of 
Geika, one of the two Chiefs of that barbarous but in- 
teresting people. Our readers will recollect the savage 
ferocity, with which they attacked the Moravian Mis- 
sionary Settlement at Witte Rivier, and destroyed it. 


They are among the fiercest nations of Africa: but | 


the Lord is evidently preparing the way for their cone 
a to Christianity, and employing civil rulers to ef- 
ect it. 
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COMMUNICATED. 


Dizev—At her residence near this Borough, 
on Monday evening last, in the 48th year of er 
age, Mrs. Jemima Mowro, relict of the late 
Doctor George Monro, of this place. She was 
the devoted mother of an affectionate family, 
and will long be tenderly remembered by a large 
circle of friends. She had been long a profes- 
sor of religion, but during the last year of her 
life, seemed especially engaged in spiritual 
things. Aware of her danger, and confident of 
her interest in the Redeemer, she rather desired 
than dreaded the approach of death. Inthe 
evidence which she gave of a Change of heart, 
Repentance for her sins, Faith in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, delight in Prayer, fondness for the 


Word of »God, and other characteristic Chris-. 


tian graces, she has left to her surviving rela- 
tives and friends, a comfortable hope, that since 
her absence from the body, she has been pres- 
ent with the Lord. 


ee 
* ¥OUNG@ MEN'S BIBLE SOCIETY. 


At a mieeting of the Young Men favorable to the or- 
a ef a Bible Society, to be called “The 
oung. Men’s Bible Society of New-Castle County, 
Auxiliary to the American Bible Society”—conven- 
ed pursuant to adjournment at the Town-Hall, Wil- 

mington, Del. Monday evening, July 9, 1821:— 

Jonas P. Farrtame was called to the chair, and 
Grorce T. Fisner, appointed Secretary, 

When the following members were duly elected 
officers for the ensuing year. 

Doct. Gideon Jacques, President, 

Samuel Harker 

Doct. John Johnson, 

David Webster, 

Rev. Richard D. Hall, Corresponding Secretary 

Jonas P, Fairlamb, Recording Seci etary. 

John R. Brinkle, Treasurer. 

DIRECTORS. 

James M‘Neal, John Guyer, Oliver Pearson, George 
H. Geddess, John Boyd, John M‘Lear, David C. Wil- 
son, James Delaplain, Jesse Harriss, Robert Smith. 
Jacob Robinson, George T. Fisher, John Sebo, John 
Virtue, William Johnston, James Watson, Samuel 
Hogg, Jonathan Pearson, Samuel Rudolph, James 
Banister, Samuel Batersby, Lewis Wilson, Archibald 
Bingham, William Wills, John Ocheltree, John Coles- 
berry, Robert Burchall, John Lewis, John Jack, Tho- 
mas Senix. 

There are now 100 members of this Societ y 
all of this Borough. sine 
Attest, J. P. FAIRLAMB, Rec’g Secr’y. 

July 19th, 1821. e 


I OPP IIAP AAA POD 0s eat a 

DELAWARE BIBLE SOCIETY. 
THE Directors of the ‘ Del. Bible Society’ 
are requested to attend an adjourned meeting, 
at the Town Halil, on Tuesday the 7th of 


August next, at 10 o’clock, A M. 
R. PORTER, sec. 


Vice Presidents. 





AUXILIARY MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


OF THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE. 
‘The annual meeting of the * Auxiliary Mis- 
stonary Society of the Presbytery of New-Cas- 
tle,” wilt be held, according to adjournment, at 
Fags’s Manor Church, on the Second ‘Tuesday 
of August next, at 12 o’cloek. 


A. K. RUSSEL, Sec’y. 
N. B. The Presbytery of New-Castle, will 


meet at the same time and place. 
July 11, 1821. 
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